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THD 

Board 

Resolutions 

December  13,  1994: 

THD  Board  voted  to  oppose 
demolition  of  North  Beach 
Garage  at  470  Vallejo  Street  until 
a  replacement  facility  has  been 
approved  for  the  site. 

January  17,  1995: 

After  considerable  discussion, 
a  motion  to  increase  membership 
dues  carried  unamiously.  Effec¬ 
tive  as  of  that  date,  general 
membership  dues  were  increased 
from  $15  to  $25  and  family  or 
household  membership  from  $30 
to  $40  a  year.  It  was  decided  to 
maintain  dues  for  seniors  at  $15 
per  year. 

A  motion  was  approved  to 
confirm  long-standing  THD 
policy  to  oppose  any  develop¬ 
ment,  such  as  a  baseball  stadium, 
in  the  China  Basin  area,  under 
the  Port’s  jurisdiction  that 
exceeds  the  40-foot  height  limits 
mapped  for  that  area. 

The  Board  unanimously  agreed 
that  officers  and  directors 
insurance  was  needed,  and 
approved  payment  of  a  $1,400 
annual  premium. 


The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except  for  the  summary  of 
Board  of  Directors’  Motions,  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
official  position  of  the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the 
opinions  of  the  writers  of  the  individual  signed  articles.  The 
Association  can  take  no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This 
membership  publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated 
without  permission  in  writing. 


Printed  on  recycled  paper. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Resolutions... 

February  14,  1995: 

Directors  voted  to  reconfirm  to 
S.F.  Bay  Conservation  and 
Development  Commission  our 
opposition  to  aerial  sightseeing  at 
Pier  39. 

After  review  of  the  request  for 
an  appeal  rehearing  before  the 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  THD  join 
S.F.  Beautiful,  The  Foundation 
for  S.F.’s  Architectural  Heritage, 
S.F  Tomorrow,  SPUR  and  other 
appellants  in  opposition  to 
erection  of  an  electric  sign  on  the 
roofs  of  216  and  200-12  Stockton 
Street  overlooking  Union  Square. 

The  Board  voted  to  protest  the 
Department  of  Public  Works’ 
planned  installation  of  an 
automatic  pay  toilet  facility  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Washington 
Square  because  it  would  interfere 
with  the  sight  lines  from  the 
corner  of  Columbus  and  Union 
Street  to  Sts.  Peter  &  Paul 
Church.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
existing  toilet  facilities  at  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  square  be 
improved  and  service  hours 
extended. 


Editor's 

Desk 

Pat  Cady 

Here's  the  analogy.  When 
residents  on  the  top  floor  of  a  tall 
building  are  told  there's  a  fire  in 
the  basement,  they  have  to  decide 
whether  to  go  down  and  help  put 
it  out,  or  assume  that  someone 
else  is  putting  it  out,  or  forget 
about  it;  if  the  fire  bums  slowly 
enough,  it  won't  disturb  them. 

Celebrating  THD's  first  40 
years,  this  issue  is  dedicated  to 
Dwellers  who  put  to  rest  plans  for 
a  Telegraph  Hill  that  would  have 
been  strangled  by  highrises  and 
traffic.  Each  had  (and  has)  things 
to  do  besides  grapple  with  clever 
developers  and  go  to  City  Hall; 
but  grapple  and  show  up  we  have 
done,  never  assuming  others  will 
put  out  fires  for  us. 

Next?  This  issue  contains  an 
update  on  the  intent  of  our  Scenic 
Special  Use  District  Committee  to 
ensure  reasonable  controls  that 
prevent  reckless  development 
projects. 

Many  of  you  signed  the 
petition  to  halt  DPT's  demolition 
of  the  Vallejo  Street  Garage, 
believing  since  there  are  no  funds 
to  construct  a  multi-million  dollar 
replacement,  a  small  investment 
to  restore  and  continue  to  use  the 


graceful  old  building  makes  good 
sense. 

Most  of  you  are  not  aware  that 
the  Catholic  archdiocese  has 
assured  neighborhood  representa¬ 
tives  of  its  intent  to  preserve  for 
secular  purposes  the  landmark  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  church  at 
Columbus  and  Vallejo.  Sales  are 
pending  of  the  adjacent  gymna¬ 
sium  and  rectory  buildings,  we 
must  wait  to  learn  how  new 
owners  propose  to  alter  use  of  this 
real  estate.  North  Beach's  "gate¬ 
way"  for  over  a  hundred  years. 

Many  thanks  to  retiring 
President  Bob  Tibbits.  He  has 
exemplified  the  spirit  and  intent 
of  THD  which  continues  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important  neighbor¬ 
hood  associations  in  the  city. 
Invitations  to  the  party  celebrat¬ 
ing  our  first  40  years  were 
accepted  by  Congresswoman 
Nancy  Pelosi,  Senator  Milton 
Marks,  Mayor  Frank  Jordan,  and 
Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Kevin  Shelley,  who  eloquently 
acknowledged  THD's  role  in 
defining  and  reaching  goals  that 
have  helped  ensure  the  quality 
and  authenticity  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  for  four  decades. 


Susan  Spano  of  the 
NEWYORKTIMES  wrote: 

“...the  San  Remo’s  location  pleased  me, 
and  its  attractions  didn’t  stop  there.  In 
fact,  no  sooner  had  I  climbed  the  steep, 
carpeted  staircase  leading  to  the  check¬ 
in  desk  than  I  decided  I  had  struck  gold. 
Long,  winding  corridors  lined  with 
redwood  wainscotting  and  neatly  painted 
exposed  pipes,  entwined  with 
philodendron  vines,  lead  to  62  guest 
rooms  on  two  floors,  ranging  in  price 
from  $45  to  $75.  There  are  cubbyholes, 
crowded  with  armoires,  vanities,  rag  rugs 
and  19th  century  prints,  in  the  cozy  style 
of  Grandma’s  house." 

. . .  Fully  satisfied  by  my  accommodations 
at  last,  I  began  my  exploration  of  North 
Beach.” 

. . .  You  could  spend  more  on  a  visit  to  San 
Francisco,  but  you  would  not  experience 
the  singular  sort  of  contentment  -  and 
even  smugness  -  that  comes  when  you 
have  had  a  wonderful  time  and  snagged 
a  good  deal." 

January  16,  1994 


-ikSAN 

REMO 


$35  -  $65  per  night 

Tel:  776-8688 

2237  Mason  St.  at  Chestnut,  San  Francisco,  94133 


Personalized  Banking 

RED  JACK 

Services  For  The 

Residents  Of  North  Beach 

A 

Diana  Kayiatos,  Branch  Manager 

1435  Stockton  Street 

SALOON 

(415)  391-6210 

List  of  Repairs  for  Winter  1994 

'  E1B 1  ^  ' 

■  ■  1 

Get  Well  on  Thursdays  -  Well  Drinks  $2 

Draft  Beers: 

Red  Hook,  Hefeweizen,  Samuel  Adams  Cream 

Stout,  Oregon  Honey  Beer,  Anchor  Steam, 

Anchor  Steam  Wheat,  Sierra  Nevada  Pale  Ale 

EurekaBank® 

FDIC  Insured  '  "m"''  -  l,"K 

Good  Times,  Good  People  Can  Be  Found  at 

131  Bay  St  Seven  Days  a  Week  -  989-0700 

Issue  Number  131  March  1995  -  Page  No  5 


In  March  1954  on  the  heels  of  a  successful  City  Hall  confrontation 
to  save  the  39  Coit  Tower  bus  line  from  extinction,  Fred  and  Clarice 
Meyer,  Raymonde  Thiell,  Dennis  Flynn,  Pat  Carson  and  Nancy  Katz 
decided  to  organize  a  responsive  community  organization  to  deal  with 
localized  issues,  aptly  named  “Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers”  and  dues  were 
set  at  $1.00  a  year.  Forty  years  (and  a  few  increases)  later,  your  Board 
of  Directors  has  decided  to  raise  the  annual  toll  to  $25.  Seniors,  $15. 

The  Board  considered  a  smaller  increase,  but  THD  needs  a  balanced 
budget  in  its  41st  year.  Conservatively  estimated  expenses  will  run  to 
nearly  $23  per  member,  excluding  the  Semaphore  (a  break-even 
situation),  where  advertising  rates  will  inch  up  to  cover  increased 
postage  and  paper  costs.  We  have  budgeted  $7.69  per  member  for 
social  activities,  $4.3 1  to  cover  the  requisite  officers  and  directors 
insurance  (unheard  of  in  1954),  another  $4.15  for  printing  and  mailing 
announcements  (adjusted  upward  for  new  postal  rates)  and  $3.58  for 
committee  expenses.  That  leaves  three  dollars  and  change  for  board 
meetings  ($1.66),  community  support  ($.62),  President’s  discretionary 
fund  ($.46)  and  an  election  forum  ($.31).  making  a  total  of 
$22.78  expenses  per  member. 

In  large  measure  this  is  a  delayed  balancing  of  deficit 
operating  results  for  the  past  few  years,  so  the  Board  reasoned 
it  would  be  better  to  make  one  “catch  up”  increase  and 
maintain  the  level  of  our  remaining  reserve  fund  balances.  In 
other  words,  no  more  dipping  into  THD  capital  to  settle 
accounts  payable.  There  has  not  been  a  dues  increase  in 
several  years,  it  was  noted,  and  a  number  of  other 
civic  organizations  charge  $25  or  more  in  member¬ 
ship  dues. 

Since  this  will  be  my  last  letter  before 
stepping  down  as  President  in  April,  I  want  to 
convey  my  sincere  appreciation  to  all  the 
Directors  and  Committee  Chairs,  especially  to 
Maud  Hallin  for  lending  her  professional  skill  to  reconstructing 
our  financial  accounts,  to  Jerry  Hurtado  for  an  outstanding  job  taking 
over  the  reigns  from  the  late  Nancy  Katz  on  the  Parking  and  Traffic 
Committee,  to  Jarilyn  Cerruti  for  all  the  great  social  events  and  to  Jim 
Valenti  our  “capo”  on  the  Planning  and  Zoning  issues.  Also,  on  behalf 
of  the  membership,  special  thanks  are  due  the  regular  and  irregular 
contributors  who  make  the  Semaphore  colorful,  informative,  and 
member-friendly:  Helen  von  Ammon,  Sue  Cauthen,  Dana  Chisnell, 


President 

Letter 

From  Bob  Tibbits 


Continued  on  Page  7 


Telegraph  Hill  Residents  Since  1987 
Active  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Members 
Specializing  in 
Telegraph  and  Russian  Hills 


CURTISS  and  CARLIE  GIBBS 

Pacific  Union  Residential  Brokerage 
601  Van  Ness,  San  Francisco 
(415)  474-6600 


JUIIUS 

CASTIE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Froncisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcle  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5  00- 10  00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  forking  /  Private  forties  Welcome 


YVONNE  COCINO 

Realtor® 


Office  (415)  921-01  13 
Voice  Mail  (4 1 5)  92 1  -032 1  x  1 35 
Residence  (415)  922-6404 
Fax  (415)921-1653 


Muson-McDuffie  Real  Estate  Inc. 

2200  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Rodger  Zeman 


Architecture  +  Illustration 


415  392  0189 


2634  Octavia  Street 


San  Francisco 


California  94123 


s$£$k 


The 

,  Italian  Dining 

iV/Oi  Experience  in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking 
Banquets  up  to  75 
1512  Stockton  Street 
(415)392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

Pacific 

The  Original  Italian  Pizza  from  our  woodburning  oven 

Valet  Parking  •  Banquet  Room  Available 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am 
Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 
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Continued  from  Page  5 

Marsha  Garland,  Gardner  Haskell,  Joe  Luttrell,  June  Osterberg, 
Rozell  Overmire,  to  name  a  few. 

One  of  my  last  tasks  as  President  has  been  to  compile  a  history  of 
THD  (a  hurried,  unedited  draft  was  distributed  at  our  40th  Anniversary 
Dinner).  Our  ardent  archivist  and  former  Historian  Rhoda  Robinson 
has  maintained  in  her  basement  nearly  all  the  old  board  agendas, 
correspondence,  newspaper  clippings,  etc.  that  document  THD  past 
successes  and  failures.  Reviewing  those  40  years  of  files  was  an 
illuminating  experience,  as  you  might  imagine.  I  discovered  many 
new,  fascinating  episodes  and  important  milestones  that  highlighted 
the  history  of  our  neighborhood.  As  Bob  Katz  eloquently  pointed  out  at 
the  anniversary  dinner,  there  is  no  toll  booth  on  Telegraph  Hill  for  the 
ill-conceived  second  bridge  crossing  to  Marin,  there  are  no  10-story 
apartment  buildings  on  the  top  of  the  hill  and  there  is  no  underground 
garage  in  Washington  Square...  thanks  to  THD.  But  there  continues  to 
be  a  39  Coit  Tower  bus  and  this  is  where  I  get  off. 


Here  are  the  Nominating  Committee's  selections  for  future  THD 
officers.  These  and  any  floor  nominees  will  be  voted  on  during 
the  April  general  membership  meeting. 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Nominations  for  Board  of  Directors  1995-96 

DIRECTORS 
1995-96: 

Jarilyn  Cerruti 
Dick  Marshall 
Clyde  Steiner 
Dawne  Bernhardt 
1995-97: 

David  Kennedy 
Arthur  Chang 
Kara  Parsons 
Ken  Scudder 


President: 

Mia  Morrill 

Vice  President: 

Gerry  Crowley 

Recording  Sec'y: 

Billie  Atlas 

Corres.  Sec'y: 

Linda  Toan 

Treasurer: 

Maud  Hallin 

Financial  Sec'y: 

Bob  Ilse 

Historian: 

Joe  Luttrell 

Semaphore: 

Pat  Cady 

Letter ... 
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Social  News 

by  Jarilyn  Cerruti,  Social  Chair 


THD’ers  Celebrate 
Fortieth  Anniversary 


On  Friday,  February  3,  THD 
members  gathered  for  a  party  at 
the  Italian  Athletic  Club  to 
celebrate  40  years  of  active 
involvement  in  their  community. 
Highlights  of  the  evening  in¬ 
cluded  a  special  presentation  of  a 
commemorative  plaque  by 
Senator  Milton  Marks  and  a 
monologue  by  THD  President  Bob 
Tibbits  in  the  mode  of  David 
Letterman,  documenting  the  10 
most  annoying  occurrences  to  a 
“dweller  of  the  hill.” 

Kevin  Shelley,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  also  a 
resident  of  the  hill  and  a  member 
of  the  Hill  Dwellers,  restated  his 
commitment  to  the  neighborhood 
and  the  process  of  good  govern¬ 
ment  through  input  from  groups 
such  as  THD.  Bob  Katz,  one  of 
the  original  founding  members, 
ended  the  formal  program  with  a 
heartfelt  speech.  He  reminisced 


about  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of 
his  wife,  Nancy,  who,  for  so  many 
years  volunteered  her  time  and 
energy  unselfishly  for  our  group. 

THD  members,  usually  at  the 
forefront  of  local  and  city  causes, 
also  know  how  to  have  fun. 
Enjoying  the  music  of  the  CD  and 
Company  Band,  many  members 
were  seen  dancing  past  the  time 
most  board  meetings  adjourn! 

Thanks  to  Nick  D’Angelo  of 
the  Italian  Athletic  Club  for 
overseeing  the  entire  event 
(always  with  a  smile!)  and 
providing  a  delicious  dinner. 

Upcoming  events  include  a 
cocktail  party  and  the  traditional 
evening  dinner  meeting  with  the 
Mayor.  Invitations  will  be  mailed 
as  the  dates  are  confirmed. 


Above  photo:  Bob  Tibbits  accepts  a 
Proclamation  from  Terry  Sellards, 
Special  Assistant  to  Mayor  Jordan. 

Cover  photo:  Kevin  Shelley,  President 
of  San  Francisco's  Board  of  Supervisors 
presents  a  Certificate  of  Honor. 

AH  party  photos  courtesy  of  Charles 
Farruggia. 
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THD’ers  Celebrate  Fortieth  Anniversary 


Above  (L-R):  Bob  Katz  eloquently  recounted  some  of 
THD's  important  achievements;  good  looking  Dwellers 
knew  what  to  do  when  the  music  started. 

Left:  JarHyn  assured  our  ubiquitous  sweatshirts  were 
available  for  sale  at  the  party. 


ORDER  YOUR  THD  FASHION  SWEAT  SHIRT 


PO  Box  330159 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Sizes:  M  L  XL 
T  Shirts  $10  each 
Sweat  shirts  $20  each 
Add  $3  ea.  for  delivery 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


QUAN: _ T  SHIRT  _ SWEAT  SIZE 


Washington  Square  ; 

Bar^Grill. 

< 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

U*ana 

i  N 

CPahic\a  <T). 


Administrative  Consultant 


435  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 

1415)  701-0456 


7)qacc  CM 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

7  f.PL  'til  6  Cun. 


1031  Koarny  434-1308 


SPIT-ROASTED  CHICKENS 
DINING  -  TAKE  OUT  -  HOME  DELIVERY 


659  Union  Street,  S.F.  434-4472 
590  E.BIithedale,  Mill  Valley  (415)  383-6040 


CoitJILiquor 


THE  WINE  8c  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 


1652  STOCKTON  STREET, 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94133-33 16 
TELEPHONE  415-989-7838 


On  Washington  Square 

585  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94135 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1-800-25  5-COIT 


LEVI'S  PLAZA  FITNESS  CENTER 
FITNESS  EVALUATION 
PERSONAL  TRAINING 
AEROBIC  CLASSES 
WEIGHT  TRAINING 
MASSAGE  THERAPY 


1160  BATTERY  ST.  (415)  421-7000 
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The  besieged  North  Beach 
Garage  has  a  lot  of  friends.  This 
became  clear  early  in  February 
when  more  than  1800  residents, 
merchants  and  friends  signed  a 
petition  asking  the  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  to  desist  from 
shutting  down  the  125-space 
operation  in  January  and  demolish¬ 
ing  the  building  in  February.  The 
1800+  signatures  were  gathered  in 
only  12  days  at  local  coffee  houses, 
restaurants,  delis,  bars,  pastry 
shops  and  bookstores.  People  who 
never  sign  petitions  signed  this 
one. 

Many  more  activities  are 
planned  around  this  issue  and 
there  is  growing  optimism  there 
will  be  a  favorable  outcome  for  the 
garage  in  the  interval  between 
writing  this  article,  and  the  time 
you  receive  your  Semaphore.  Below  is  a  summary  of  events  since  my  report  in  December’s  issue: 

♦  THD’s  Board  voted  unanimously  at  its  December  meeting  to  oppose  DPT’s  plan.  President  Bob  Tibbits 
eloquently  expressed  the  Board’s  position  to  the  new  President  of  DPT,  Frederick  E.  Jordan,  succeeding 
John  Molinari  who  resigned.  Jordan’s  seat  on  the  5-member  Commission  is  not  filled  as  of  this  writing. 

♦  In  a  startling  letter  dated  Januaiy  12,  John  E.  Newlin,  Director  of  DPT,  announced  that  the  garage  was 

to  cease  operations  January  3 1,  and  that  the  structure  was  to  be  demolished  in  February  The  letter  was 
received  by  only  a  few  people,  not  by  THD,  though  the  Dwellers  have  attended  every  public  meeting 
held  on  the  subject  since  (at  least)  1988.  Newlin ’s  letter  was  headlined  “North  Beach  Alert”  and  posted 
on  windows  by  merchants  to  inform  the  neighborhood  that  DPT  was  still  bent  on  destroying  the  garage 
against  the  wishes  of  the  people.  6  6 

♦  The  petition  was  drawn  up  and  distributed  to  more  than  30  businesses.  More  than  1800  signed  it 

♦  The  garage  won  a  reprieve  at  DPT’s  January  26  meeting  when: 

Supervisor  Angela  Alioto  announced  her  intent  to  hold  a  hearing  on  the  controversy  on 
February  28. 

-  Dwellers  reported  the  neighborhood’s  contention  that  the  garage  did  not  have  to  be  demolished  in 
order  to  complete  an  EPA-required  soil  cleanup.  A  letter  from  the  North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  read  to  the  Commission  also  declaring  its  opposition  to  DPT’s  plan.  President 


Update  on 
the  North 
Beach 
Garage 

by  June  A.  Osterberg 


Continued  on  Page  14 
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Vicarious 
Travel  in 
North  Beach 

by  Marsha  Garland,  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

One  of  the  nicest 
things  about 
running  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is 
coming  into  contact  with  tourists 
and  journalists  from  around  the 
world. 

Bulgarian  army  private  Vess 
Kitoff  was  a  high  school  student 
when  he  first  wrote  to  inquire 
about  our  community.  Vess,  who 
lives  in  Slivnitsa,  is  mad  about 
basketball  and  certainly  knows 
more  about  our  teams  and  players 
than  do  I.  After  two  years  of 
corresponding,  Vess  worked  up 
enough  courage  to  ask  if  it  would 
be  at  all  possible  to  send  him  a 
basketball,  a  real  American  one. 
The  NBCC  sprung  for  a  Wilson 
at  David’s  United  Stores,  deflated 
it,  and  sent  it  off  requesting  a 
return  receipt  from  Bulgaria’s 
post  office  as  a  way  of  policing 
customs.  The  return  receipt  never 
came,  but  a  grateful  letter  from 
Vess  did  --  North  Beach  (and 
America)  has  a  friend  for  life! 

I  received  letters  from  a 
Russian  journalist  in  Moscow 
emblazoned  with  exotic  stamps. 


One  day  a  letter  came  from  Africa 
seeking  information  about 
membership!  A  Londoner  called 
to  say  he  was  moving  here  and 
wanted  an  apartment  in  North 
Beach. 

I  respond  to  everyone.  Our 
data  base  reveals  there  have  been 
inquiries  from  Auckland,  New 
Zealand;  Damascus,  Syria;  many 
places  in  Canada;  Berlin,  Ger¬ 
many;  Bakov  in  the  Czech 
Republic,  as  well  as  every  state 
from  Arizona  to  West  Virginia. 

When  a  columnist  such  as 
Louis  Di  lorio  of  the  Boston 
Globe  is  syndicated,  clusters  of 
calls  follow  from  different  parts  of 
the  country  where  the  column 
appears.  Occasionally,  colum¬ 
nists  like  Di  lorio  visit,  we  lunch 
together  and  I  bring  him  up  to 
date  on  the  neighborhood.  Travel 
writers  slip  into  town  and 
meander  to  discover  their  own 
favorite  places.  One  of  Di  lorio’s 
is  the  Caffe  Roma  Coffee  Roast¬ 
ing  Company.  He  loves  talking 
with  Tony  Azzollini  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  ebullient  young  man  roast 
coffee  beans  in  the  front  window. 

Two  years  ago,  Jerry  Moffat 
called  from  Ohio.  His  pregnant 
wife  was  craving  garlic.  Jerry 
had  heard  about  a  garlic  restau¬ 
rant  in  North  Beach  and  wanted 
to  know  if  The  Stinking  Rose 
could  provide  a  garlic  recipe  for 
an  appetizer  his  wife  had  once 
tasted  in  Michigan.  The  simple 
dish  he  described  was  baked 
garlic,  certainly  not  out  of  the 


ordinary  for  North  Beachers  who 
have  tried  it  at  Little  City 
Antipasti  Bar  or  at  The  Stinking 
Rose.  After  the  baby  was  bom, 
she  was  nicknamed  Stinky  and 
the  proud  father  sent  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  Anne  Marie  beaming 
beautifully,  surrounded  by  garlic 
and  floral  braids. 

There  are  frequent  queries 
about  “that,  you  know  the  one,” 
ceramic  shop  on  Columbus.  The 
caller  is  always  impressed  when 
in  an  instant  I  have  Biordi’s 
record  on  my  computer  screen 
complete  with  address,  phone 
number  and  contact  name.  There 
have  been  similar  calls  for  Yone 
Beads,  Columbus  Cutlery,  Toko 
Imports  and  Figoni  Hardware. 

Just  prior  to  the  Superbowl,  a 
Los  Angeles-based  Forty-Niner 
fan  called  to  inquire  about  a 
restaurant  housing  baseball  and 
sports  memorabilia.  I  directed 
him  to  the  New  Pisa.  When  he 
revealed  he  was  flying  up  for 
Superbowl  Weekend  and  wanted 
a  list  of  good  restaurants,  I  faxed 
him  lengthy  lists  highlighting 
such  places  as  Enrico’s,  Moose’s, 
The  Helmand,  The  Maykadeh, 
Franchino’s,  Zax,  The  House, 
Buca  Giovanni,  Gira  Polli, 
Tommaso’s  and  more. 

Media  tours  are  always  fun 
and  have  involved  teams  of 
international  journalists  from 
Argentina,  Japan,  Canada, 
England,  Spain,  Italy,  Paraguay 
Hong  Kong,  Germany,  France, 
Scotland  and  Australia.  Last 
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year  a  young  team  from  Holland 
was  very  impressed  with  the 
active  interest  San  Franciscans 
take  in  city  planning.  I  lamented 
how  lengthy  the  bureaucratic 
process  was  and  said  some  cliche 
to  the  effect  that  our  planning 
department  probably  regards  us  as 
the  fly  in  the  ointment.  They 
countered:  better  to  be  the  "fly" 
than,  as  Amsterdam  was  found  to 
do,  demolish  an  ugly  high  rise. 

Another  issue  that  has  attracted 
national  and  international 
attention  is  North  Beach's  stand 
against  chains  and  franchises. 

It’s  obvious  that  the  intrusion  of 
chains  into  unique  neighborhoods 
is  now  a  universal  issue. 


Even  though  I  was  bom  in 
Europe  and  have  traveled  exten¬ 
sively,  I  am  always  delighted  to 
hear  from  visiting  journalists  and 
find  out  what  topics  interest  them. 
Locals  pose  challenges:  A 
mother  helping  her  daughter 
complete  a  class  project  on  North 
Beach's  history  wondered  if  we 
had  any  relics.  I  hesitated  to  ask 
what  kind  but  knew  we  had  a  few 
here  and  there.  I’m  still  working 
on  this  project  because  I  can 
envision  North  Beach’s  colorful 
merchants  rubbing  their  hands 
together  and  gleefully  ruminat¬ 
ing:  “Today’s  students, 
tomorrow’s  customers.” 


HANLIN  CONSTRUCTION 

Garages 

Foundation  Replacement 

Lie  #  300555 

14  Midway 

956  2909 
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North  Beach  Garage... 

Continued  from  Page  11 

Jordan  instructed  his  Commission  to  present  results  of 
additional  investigation  at  its  February  7  meeting. 

♦  When  Dwellers  returned  for  the  February  7  meeting  they  presented 
the  petition  bearing  1800+  signatures.  Newlin  stated  he  needed 
more  time  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  completing  soil  cleanup 
without  demolishing  the  building,  and  the  Commission  postponed 
the  issue  until  Februaiy  21.  However: 

Bob  Tibbits  pointed  out  that  DPT  had  held  no  (required) 
community  meetings. 

Ray  Barone,  the  garage’s  operator  since  1956,  explained  the 
“human  costs”  to  North  Beach  residents  if  the  garage  is  put 
out  of  business. 

THD  has  obtained  a  1991  environmental  report  prepared  for  the 
City  which  revealed  that  some  (suspected)  soil  toxins  had  not  been 
detected  at  all,  and  recommended  procedures  for  disposing  of  those 
that  were  found.  Nowhere  in  the  report  was  it  stated  that  demolition  of 
the  building  was  a  condition  of  soil  cleanup.  Since  Newlin  has 
dismissed  the  report’s  findings,  they  have  not  (yet)  been  heard  by  the 
Commission. 

Many  residents  view  Newlin’s  plan  as  throwing  good  money  after 
bad.  Several  years  ago,  the  City  paid  more  than  $4  million  for  the 
property.  Now  there  is  no  money  to  build  on  it.  Therefore,  why  not 
spend  thousands  of  dollars  to  upgrade  the  75-year-old  landmark, 
instead  of  millions  to  destroy  it,  lay  down  temporary  asphalt,  and 
eventually  build  a  replacement. 


February  21.  As  The  Semaphore  went  to  press,  DPT  announced 
that  because  it  will  be  possible  to  complete  soil  cleanup  without 
demolishing  the  building,  the  garage  will  stand  and  continue  to 
operate.  Kevin  Haggerty,  Director  of  Off  Street  Parking,  estimates  it 
will  take  6-8  weeks  to  complete  the  cleanup.  Because  of  peak  need  for 
parking  in  June,  Dwellers  asked  that  work  commence  as  soon  as 
possible  and  that  the  garage  provide  partial  service  while  the  work  is 
being  done.  Both  Haggerty  and  John  Newlin  expressed  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  neighborhood's  concerns  and  their  intent  to  work  with  us  to 
implement  this  most  satisfactory  conclusion. 


725  Greenwich 

by  Herb  Kosovitz 

When  the  old  bam  was  razed 
and  a  new  office  building  went  up 
at  725  Greenwich  in  1984,  the 
height  limit  was  40  feet.  Dwell¬ 
ers  challenged  an  added  large 
penthouse  which  exceeded  the 
limit  by  10  feet.  It  was  labeled 
“For  Mechanical  Equipment”,  but 
appeared  to  be  a  set-up  for  an 
illegal  floor  of  occupancy.  Our 
objections  were  overruled  by  the 
Planning  Department  and  this 
obvious  ruse  succeeded. 

As  years  go  by,  it’s  hard  to 
monitor  these  things.  In  time,  the 
space  was  rented  out  as  an  office, 
and  last  October  Jerry  Sullivan  at 
the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection 
was  notified.  As  a  result,  the 
office’s  tenants  have  moved  out, 
but  an  owner  asks  that  the 
furniture  be  left  in  place.  We 
wonder  why  —  will  they  apply  to 
legalize  the  space  for  occupancy? 
We’ll  all  need  to  watch  for  that, 
and  continue  to  make  sure  that  it 
is  not  rented  again.  This  doesn’t 
help  the  fact  that  the  illegal  floor 
exists.  It  does  send  a  message  to 
other  unscrupulous  builders  that 
Dwellers  are  vigilant.  The  new 
regulations  proposed  in  the  draft 
for  the  Scenic  Special  Use  District 
would  make  future  violations 
more  difficult. 
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The  Nightmares 
That  Weren't 

by  Joe  Luttrell,  Hill  Dwellers  Historian 


Two  weeks  ago,  I  read  40  years 
of  Semaphore  back  issues.  The 
point  was  to  find  enough  to  write 
this  article,  celebrating  our  40th 
anniversary,  and  I  was  worried. 
How  to  avoid  a  recap  more 
powerful  than  Numb-u-All?  And 
then  I  met  the  Nightmares  That 
Weren’t 

Nightmare  One  appeared  about 
an  hour  after  I  had  started 
reading.  Bob  Tibbits  (our  Presi¬ 
dent)  and  I  were  in  Rhoda 
Robinson’s  basement,  deep  in  the 
Hill  Dwellers’  archives.  Bob  was 
rummaging  through  back  files 
when  —  silently  —  he  pushed  a 
piece  of  paper  across  the  table.  It 
was  a  map.  In  particular,  it  was  a 
map  showing  the  extension  of  the 
Embarcardero  Freeway,  the  study 
of  which  had  been  requested  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1971. 

Electrified,  I  scrutinized  the 
map.  Clearly  the  proposed  freeway 
would  swing  right  by  Telegraph 
Hill,  shooting  through  where 
Levi’s  Plaza  and  the  Lombard 
condos  now  are,  then  out  over  the 
Bay  to  Tiburon.  In  fact,  when  I 
looked  more  closely,  it  seemed  to 
cut  into  the  very  face  of  Telegraph 
Hill!  Was  this  possible? 

I  tried  to  find  my  own  little 
street,  Napier  Lane;  it  wasn’t  on 


the  map!  Darrell  Place  was  there, 
all  right,  up  the  Hill  from  Napier, 
but  it  seemed  the  freeway  cut  so 
close  to  (or  even  into)  the  Hill 
that  Napier  Lane  was  to  be 
eliminated!  I  didn’t  know 
whether  to  credit  the  map-maker 
with  silent  craftiness  or  gross 
negligence. 

My  exclamations  drew  Rhoda 
Robinson’s  attention.  She 
remembered  the  proposed  freeway 
well— its  major  Telegraph  Hill 
offramp  would  have  been  built 
right  over  her  home  and  dis¬ 
gorged  onto  the  comer  of  Stock- 
ton  and  Greenwich!  She  had  even 
visited  friends  in  Indianapolis 
who  had  suffered  a  similar 
freeway  fate  there,  to  see  what 
living  under  a  freeway  was  like. 
Fortunately  for  all  of  us,  and  in 
part  due  to  Hill  Dwellers’  efforts, 
the  proposed  freeway  died  as  one 
of  the  last  victims  of  the  great 
Freeway  Fight  of  the  1960’s  and 
early  1970’s. 

Shaken  by  Nightmare  One,  I 
resumed  reading  the  Semaphores, 
to  encounter  Nightmare  Two.  Can 
you  imagine  an  1 1  story,  30  unit 
apartment  house  around  the 
corner  from  Speedy’s?  Such  was 
proposed  in  1956,  shortly  after 
the  Hill  Dwellers  were  formed. 


And  it  seemed  legal,  too,  since  (it 
turned  out)  there  were  then  no 
height  limits  between  Union 
Street  and  downtown.  Hill 
Dwellers  appeared  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds  at  public  hearings,  and  the 
40  foot  height  limit  we  enjoy 
today  was  enacted. 

Further  shaken  by  the  narrow 
escape  of  a  Telegraph  Hill  dotted 
with  high-rises  and  bumper-to- 
bumper  traffic  going  up  the  Union 
Street  hill,  I  returned  to  my  stack 
of  Semaphores.  Nightmare  Three 
raised  its  ugly  head.  Washington 
Square  was  to  be  replaced  by  a 
535  unit  parking  garage!  Propo¬ 
nents  noted  there  would  be  a  “roof 
garden”. This  fiasco  was  actually 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors  in  1966.  Thanks  in  part  to 
Hill  Dwellers’  efforts  and  to  the 
veto  of  Mayor  Jack  Shelley,  it  was 
shelved.  Yet  it  resurfaced  as  late 
as  the  1970’s,  and  (maybe  I  am 
becoming  paranoid)  may  still  be 
lurking  around. 

Can  we  think  of  Telegraph  Hill 
bounded  by  freeways,  sprouting 
high-rise  apartment  houses,  with 
Washington  Square  a  parking  lot? 
Hand  me  that  Numb-u-All! 
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Tel  Hill 
Scenic 
Special  Use 
District 
Update 

by  Jim  Valenti, 

Planning  and  Zoning  Chair 

The  volunteers  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  revise  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Scenic  Use  District  Ordinance 
have  logged  long  hours  to  ensure 
the  new  controls  will  combat 
reckless  development  while 
retaining  property  rights  enjoyed 
by  many  existing  structures.  Now 
near  completion,  the  final  draft 
has  several  objectives:  to  protect 
existing  housing  by  making  it 
more  difficult  to  demolish 
buildings;  to  stop  large,  out-of- 
character  projects  created  by  lot 
mergers;  to  recognize  the  special 
qualities  of  Telegraph  Hill’s 
pedestrian  streets  and  dead  end 
alleys;  and  to  place  more  strin¬ 
gent  regulations  for  height  limits 
on  sloping  lots,  a  large  problem 
on  steep  terrain  not  adequately 
addressed  by  the  city-wide  R-3 
zone.  The  primary  goal  is  to 


create  a  more  refined  tool  to  guide 
new  development  and  to  protect 
the  unique  characteristics  of 
Telegraph  Hill. 

The  Scenic  Special  Use  District 
burst  upon  the  scene  last  year,  but 
changes  to  the  existing  R-3 
zoning,  intended  to  reduce  the 
heights,  scale  and  impact  of  new 
projects,  have  been  considered  and 
studied  before.  During  the  past 
few  years,  size,  bulk,  and  numbers 
of  new  projects  have  escalated, 
while  older,  underdeveloped 
properties  are  being  demolished. 
Exceptions  to  and  favorable 
interpretations  of  the  zoning  rules 
make  the  situation  worse  as  many 
proposed  projects  violate  the  spirit 
if  not  the  letter  of  existing 
ordinances.  Clearly  the  special 
features  of  this  area’s  architecture 
and  gardens  are  not  being  pro¬ 
tected.  These  interim  controls 
will  allow  time  to  study  perma¬ 
nent  controls  designed  to  protect 
this  special  area  of  the  city. 

The  most  significant  change 
created  by  the  new  controls  is  the 
shift  of  responsibility  for  assessing 
a  proposed  project’s  impact 
through  a  special  design  review  by 
the  Planning  Commission  for  all 
permit  applications  that  exceed 
the  new  height  limits.  Currently, 
a  developer  will  attempt  to  “max 
out”  a  property  and  obtain  permits 
for  all  allowable  floor  area  plus 
any  possible  variances.  (Not 
necessarily  at  the  same  time;  more 
obnoxious  variances  can  be  held 
back  until  the  project  is  under¬ 


way.)  The  responsibility  to  object 
to  negative  impacts  falls  on  the 
neighbors  who  must  apply  for  a 
discretionary  review.  Now, 
projects  that  go  beyond  the 
allowed  zoning  will  face  another 
level  of  review  to  assess  their 
impact  before  demolition  and 
construction  begin. 

I  would  like  to  personally 
thank  the  members  of  the 
THSSUD  committee:  Alice  Suet 
Yee  Barkley,  Herb  Kosovitz, 
Richard  Marshall,  Jack  Moss, 
Jerry  Petrozelli,  and  Bob  Tibbits 
for  countless  hours  and  dedication 
to  getting  the  job  done  quickly 
and  professionally.  This  ordi¬ 
nance  provides  another  control  to 
shape  the  environment  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  and  to  retain  some  of 
the  qualities  that  originally 
brought  many  of  us  here. 

I  hope  future  residents  of 
Telegraph  Hill  will  appreciate 
this  legislation  to  protect  the 
neighborhoods  they  will  enjoy. 


To  receive  a  draft  of 
proposed  revisions  to 
the  Telegraph  Hill 
Scenic  Use  District 
Ordinance,  send  an 
SASE  to: 

THD  Planning/Zoning, 
Box  330159 
SF,  CA  94133 
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Parking  & 
Traffic 
Committee 
Report 

by  Gerald  Hurtado,  Chair 


Changeable  Message 
Signs  for  Coit  Tower 

On  January  10  the  Parking  and 
Traffic  Commission  voted 
through  Resolution  No.  101-95- 
PTC  authorizing  the  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  (DPT)  to  apply  for,  accept, 
and  expend  up  to  $141,500  in 
State  AB  434  Funds  for  a  "Project 
to  Install  Changeable  Message 
Signs  in  Advance  of  Coit  Tower." 
The  idea  is  to  use  signs  to  reduce 
congestion  on  the  hill  by  inform¬ 
ing  motorists  of  parking  condi¬ 
tions  on  Coit  Tower.  DPT  will 
try  to  implement  this  project  by 
November  of  this  year.  Paul 
Switzer  will  continue  to  represent 
the  Committee  and  work  closely 
with  DPT  on  this  project. 

North  Beach  Garage 
Threatened 

Articles  on  the  status  of  the 
well-used  Vallejo  Street  parking 
garage  have  appeared  in  recent 
issues  of  North  Beach  Now,  The 
Bay  Guardian  and  the  San 
Francisco  Independent  as  well  as 
The  Semaphore.  See  June 
Osterberg's  continuing  coverage 
in  this  issue. 

North  Beach 
Post  Office  Update 

Our  North  Beach  Post  Office 
often  parks  its  trucks  at  right 
angles  to  the  curb  blocking  a  lane 
of  traffic.  They  distribute  routed 
mail  to  the  green  boxes  located  on 


corners  all  over  the  neighborhood 
to  facilitate  carrier  delivery  of  the 
mail.  Postal  Manager  Nelson 
Wong  advises  that  a  new  postal 
annex  located  at  2200  Powell 
Street  will  be  opened  at  the  end  of 
this  year  to  house  the  carrier 
operation  and  provide  off-street 
parking  for  the  trucks.  The 
existing  post  office  will  remain  at 
Washington  Square  to  provide 
P.O.  boxes  and  counter  service  to 
the  community,  but  the  trucks 
will  be  gone.  Once  these  trucks 
are  moved,  and  if  Moose’s 
restaurant  keeps  their  white  zone 
free  for  arriving  and  departing 
customers,  the  chronic  Stockton 
Street  traffic  tangle  should  ease. 

North  Beach  Pizza 
Still  Double  Parking 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Parking  Committee,  two  manag¬ 
ers  from  DPT  Enforcement 
listened  to  neighborhood  com¬ 
plaints  about  gridlock  caused  by 
North  Beach  Pizza’s  practice  of 
double  parking  on  Grant  Avenue. 
They  operate  23  delivery  vehicles 
out  of  two  restaurants  located  at 
Grant  &  Vallejo  and  Grant  & 
Union.  Last  May  the  promotion 
manager  for  the  pizza  enterprise 
promised  to  resolve  the  problem 
by  renting  off-street  parking  so 
that  the  radio  dispatched  pizza 
delivery  operation  could  queue  up 
elsewhere.  To  date  nothing  real 
has  happened  in  this  regard. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Continued  from  previous  page 

They  continue  to  block  traffic  on 
Grant  Avenue.  DPT  Enforcement 
agreed  to  consider  ways  to  beef  up 
their  patrol  of  Grant  Avenue  and 
other  business  lanes  in  North 
Beach. 

Much  Too  Much  Red 
on  the  Hill 

We  have  been  working  with 
DPT  to  review  existing  red  zones 
on  Telegraph  Hill  with  the  goal  of 
reclaiming  them,  where  possible, 
for  parking  compact  cars  or 
motorscooters.  We  have  recom¬ 
mended  that  DPT  limit  future 
curb  markings  on  driveways  to  no 
more  than  two  feet  on  either  side. 

Castle  Alley  Top  of 
Green  Street 

We  have  asked  DPT  to  study 
placing  an  arterial  stop  sign  at 
the  top  of  Green  Street  where  it 
intersects  with  Castle  Alley.  This 
is  a  blind  intersection,  and  it 
seems  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  a  serious  accident  occurs. 
DPT  agrees  a  stop  sign  would 
improve  safety;  an  additional 
benefit  for  the  neighborhood 
would  be  the  recovery  of  two 
parking  spaces  presently  marked 
red. 

There  was  discussion  about 
changing  Castle  Alley  to  one-way 
north  on  the  grounds  of  safety 
and  to  facilitate  access  for 


residents  on  the  Hill.  At  this  time 
Castle  and  Kearny  Street  are  one¬ 
way  south. 

Columbus  and  Lombard 
Signal  Light 

Traffic  on  Columbus  Avenue 
moves  swiftly  as  it  crosses 
Lombard.  A  pedestrian  was 
killed  in  this  intersection  a  few 
years  ago.  Merchants  in  the  area 
have  complained  to  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce 
which  has  passed  the  word  on  to 
us.  We  have  requested  DPT  to 
study  the  feasibility  of  synchro¬ 
nized  signalling  for  this  comer, 
as  provided  at  most  other  comers 
along  the  Columbus  corridor. 


Smoky  Exhaust 
Bother  You? 

Contact  the  Bay  Area  Air 
Quality  Management  District  at 
1-800-394-2878.  Give  them 
detailed  information  including 
type  of  vehicle,  license  number, 
date,  time  and  location. 

Don’t  Just  Park  There  — 
Get  Involved  I 

The  Parking  and  Traffic 
Committee  meets  regularly  at  the 
Gathering  Caffe,  1326  Grant 
Avenue  on  the  second  Saturday  of 
the  Month  at  1 1AM.  Call  788- 
7723  for  additional  information. 
We  welcome  membership 
participation. 


Yerba  Buena 


Fast  Delivery 


956-5678 


All  Major  Lines 


North  Beach  Custom  Framing 

POSTERS  -  FINE  ARTS  -  MIRRORS 
Tom  Lee 

523  Green  Street  (by  Grant),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 33 
Tel  &  Fax  986-0366  Pager  719-5919 
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Hill  Crime 
Statistics 

by  Officer  Richard  Van  Winkle, 
Central  Station 

Since  this  is  my  first  contribu¬ 
tion  to  The  Semaphore,  let  me 
introduce  myself.  I  entered  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department 
on  February  20,  1974.  After 
graduating  from  the  Police 
Academy,  I  was  assigned  to 
Mission  Station.  I  spent  six  years 
working  the  midnight  watch  at 
the  Mission.  In  1980  I  was 
transferred  to  Central  Station  and 
have  been  there  ever  since.  In  my 
21 -year  career  I  have  been 
awarded  6  Medals  of  Valor,  2 
Meritorious  Conduct  Awards,  1 
Police  Commission  Commenda¬ 
tion  and  58  Captain’s  Commen¬ 
dations.  My  entire  career  I  have 
worked  in  the  Patrol  Division. 
This  includes  uniformed  radio  car 
patrol,  4  years  of  plain  clothes 
work  in  the  Tenderloin  and  the 
last  5  years  as  the  Captain's  Aide 
at  Central  Station.  I  handle 
Special  Events  for  the  Central 
District  which,  in  1994,  had  216 
Special  Events:  Presidential 


Visits,  parades,  demonstrations 
and  street  fairs.  All  these  events 
need  planning  for  police  services, 
and  that’s  what  I  do. 

Well,  enough  about  me.  Now 
about  crime  on  Telegraph  Hill: 

In  October  and  November  of  1 994 
there  was  an  increase  in  residen¬ 
tial  burglaries  on  the  Hill.  This 
trend  was  recognized  by  plain 
clothes  officers  Neal  Griffin  and 
Vince  Neeson.  These  Central 
Station  officers  began  working  on 
these  cases  and  soon  identified  a 
possible  suspect.  They  submitted 
his  name  for  a  fingerprint 
comparison  with  prints  left  at  the 
scenes  of  several  burglaries.  The 
SFPD  Afis  System  (fingerprint 
computer)  positively  identified 
the  suspect  as  the  perpetrator  of 
the  burglaries.  Officers’  Griffin 
and  Neeson  then  distributed 
photos  of  the  suspect  to  radio  car 
officers  and  a  warrant  was  issued 
for  the  suspect’s  arrest.  In  early 


December,  Officers  Terry 
Laubach  and  John  Colla  observed 
the  suspect  walking  down  the 
street.  The  suspect  matched  the 
photo  that  the  officers  were 
carrying,  and  he  was  immediately 
taken  into  custody.  As  of  this 
printing,  the  suspect  has  been 
positively  identified  in  ten 
residential  burglaries  on  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  This  is  just  one 
example  of  the  fine  work  that  the 
officers  of  Central  Station  do  in 
your  area  on  a  daily  basis. 

Overall  the  crime  on  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  is  low.  When  there  is 
an  increase,  it  stands  out,  and  the 
problem  is  addressed  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Well,  that’s  all  I  have  for  now. 
If  you  have  any  questions  or 
problems  that  Central  Station 
should  know  about,  please  don’t 
hesitate  to  call  me  at  553-1529. 


For  the  NOVEMBER-JANUARY  Period 


NOV 

94 

DEC  94 

JAN  95 

TYPE: 

Homocide 

0 

0 

0 

Rape 

Robbery 

0 

6 

0 

10 

0 

3 

Assault 

9 

8 

13 

Burglary 

25 

57 

17 

68 

8 

40 

Auto 

13 

29 

21 

Total 

90 

132 

85 
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Ferry  Plaza 

Farmers’ 

Market 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 


Although  not  a  foodie,  whether 
in  Seattle,  Mexico,  Europe  or 
Tokyo  I  gravitate  to  local  food 
markets.  There  are  several 
advantages  to  the  City’s  Ferry 
Plaza  Farmers’  Market.  We  Telly 
Hillers  can  walk  there  in  about  15 
minutes,  25  minutes  back  up  the 
hills  schlepping  a  backpack 
bustin’  with  good  stuff.  And  it’s 
not  necessary  to  get  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  as  it  is  in 
order  to  visit  Tokyo’s  stupefying 
fish  market.  Our  market  is  every 
Saturday  from  9-2.  If  cooking  is 
your  passion  there’s  a  different 
Bay  Area  chef  pontificating  every 
week  at  9:30  am. 

Sibella  Kraus,  Executive 
Director  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Market  Collaborative, 
states  that  at  the  height  of  the 
season,  75  farmers  and  13 
vendors  rent  space.  Farmers  must 
be  producers  of  what  they  sell; 
vendors  include  Acme  Bread  and 
Gingross  Family  Sausages  made 
by  Postrio  chefs.  Stalls  cost  $25- 
30  plus  a  small  percentage  of 
profits.  Certain  regulations  must 
be  adhered  to  and  products  must 
come  from  California  with  prices 
clearly  posted.  Getting  the  “right 
balance  of  market  participants  is 
a  fine  art.”  A  suggestion  box 
welcomes  your  input.  What  do 
you  like,  dislike,  want  more  or 
less  of,  what  would  you  like  to  see 
in  the  market? 

It's  noticeabile  that  many 
prices  for  organic  produce  are 
higher  than  in  chain  stores. 
Organic  agriculture  is  still  in  its 


educational  infancy.  Farmers 
bear  some  of  the  hidden  costs  of 
organic  education  which  benefits 
land  and  animals  over  conven¬ 
tional  agriculture.  Buyer  support 
of  organic  products  and  addi¬ 
tional  knowledge  will  bring 
prices  down. 

Analysis  indicates  that  3500  to 
5000  souls  visit  the  market  each 
Saturday.  Shoppers  come  from 
many  areas  of  the  City.  The 
Collaborative’s  goal  is  to  have  a 
permanent  market  seven  days  a 
week  which  will  bring  a  new 
civic  contribution  to  the  City. 

One  proposal  is  the  ground  floor 
of  the  Ferry  Building. 

The  real  enjoyment  of  Farm¬ 
ers’  Market  is  learning  about  the 
farmers,  where  they’re  from,  and 
what  they  raise.  From 
HAZELDELL  of  Watsonville, 
what  in  hell  do  you  do  with  tree 
oysters  or  weird,  white  Bears 
Head  mushrooms  grown  in 
sawdust  at  $6  a  pound?  Some 
farmers  have  good-looking 
brochures.  FROG  HOLLOW 
FARM’S  booklet  charmed  me 
with  its  beginning,  “Once  upon  a 
Time,”  with  short  essays  about 
the  seasons,  frogs  and  “Going 
Organic.”  They’re  in  Contra 
Costa  County. 

A  handout  from  THE  APPLE 
FARM,  "a  family  project,"  has 
excellent  artwork  and  will  mail 
seasonal  organic  apples,  dried 
apple  wreaths,  and  other  prod¬ 
ucts.  Wallace  Condon  of 
SMALL  POTATOES,  gave  me 
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an  incredible  booklet.  Ever  heard 
of  these  potatoes  -  Yellow  Finn, 
German  Butterball,  Purple 
Peruvian,  Rote  Erstling,  Russian 
Banana,  Rose  Finn  Apple? 

That’s  just  a  few  which  are  grown 
seasonally.  I  intend  to  try  them. 

Last  July,  I  visited  Javier  and 
Patty  Salmon  of  BODEGA 
GOAT  CHEESE,  atop  a  hill  with 
a  see-forever  view.  Their  goats 
are  milked  and  cheese  is  made, 
South  American  style,  the  same 
day.  Baby  goats  are  adorable  and 
cunning  escape  artists.  Javier’s 
degree  as  an  operating  engineer 
comes  in  handy  on  their  farm. 

Dale  of  ENCHANTED 
GARDENS,  Forestville,  com¬ 
bined  water  plants  and  bonsai  to 
volcanic  rock  for  my  shibui 
(understated),  miniature  fountain 
which  gurgles  gently  like  a  tiny 
stream. 

Moses,  egg  guru,  is  actually  a 
grey -bearded  pixie  from  JANE’S 
ORGANIC  ACRES,  Davis.  If  he 
weren’t  so  busy  dispensing  pullet 
to  jumbo  size  eggs,  he  would  tell 
you  that  by  holding  constant 
light,  morning  and  evening, 
chickens  lay  one  egg  a  day  for  82 
weeks.  Egg  size  increases  and 
quality  decreases  as  hens  get 
older.  Teenager  pullet  hens  lay 
outstanding  eggs  for  twelve 
weeks.  These  are  marketed  to 
restaurants  and  Farmers’  Mar¬ 
kets.  What,  you  ask,  happens  to 
the  hens  who  gave  their  all  for  82 
weeks?  They’re  sold  to  make  pet 
food. 


FLYING  DISC  RANCH, 
Thermal,  provides  fresh  dates 
which  aren’t  overly  sweet,  but 
refreshingly  firm,  crisp.  They 
grow  on  stalks  like  strung  amber 
beads.  Medjhools,  addictively 
sweet,  have  a  short  season  but 
freeze  well.  Did  you  know  it 
takes  a  male  and  a  female  tree  to 
grow  dates? 

The  Nut  Lady,  Sally  Oliver, 
CASHE  CREEK  FARM  of 
Woodland,  has  a  brighten-your- 
day  smile,  a  ready  sample  of 
almonds,  walnuts  and  the  best 
pistachios  this  side  of  Iran. 

Free  samples  are  part  of  the  fun 
of  Farmers'  Market.  Go  early. 

You  won’t  avoid  the  crowd  but  it 
will  increase  later.  Get  your 
cappuccino  fix  and  a  deliciously 
gooped  up  scone  right  there.  A 
great  Saturday  morning  starter  — 


Keep  Friends 
UP-TO-DATE 
on  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill 

Sign  Them  Up  as 
THD  Members 
&  They'll  Get  a 
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Subscription 

Name: 


Street: 


City: _ 

State: _ Zip: _ 

ONLY  $25 

THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL 
DWELLERS 
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SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
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Fridays  and 
Lent... 

by  Chef  Liliano  Salvetti,  La  Felce 
Restaurant 

Fridays  and  Lent  were  occa¬ 
sions  for  Italian  cooks  to  prepare 
baccala  (dried  codfish),  a  dish 
that's  still  very  popular  at  La 
Felce  Restaurant,  located  at  the 
corner  of  Union  and  Stockton. 
Buy  your  baccala  at  any  of  our 
North  Beach  delicatessens. 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)  474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 


r - THDRECIPE  CARD  ^ 

Baccala  ala  Lucchese 

Ingredients: 

I  1  medium  size  dry  baccala  crispello,  about  2  lbs.,  soaked  overnight  in  fresh  water 
I  2  bunches  of  Swiss  chard 

■  1  bunch  leeks 

„  1  medium  onion 

■  6  cloves  garlic 
I  1  cup  olive  oil 

1  quart  pureed  tomates  or  minced  tomatoes 

■  Salt  and  pepper  to  taste.  Feel  free  to  add  other  spices,  as  you  like. 

Preparation: 

1.  Boil  (presoaked)  baccala  in  unsalted  water  for  30-35  minutes.  Strain  and  debone.  Set  aside.  ■ 

2.  Chop  vegetables  in  large  pieces,  mince  the  garlic  and  saute  in  the  olive  oil. 

3.  Add  the  tomatoes  and  simmer  for  about  30  minutes. 

4.  Add  baccala  and  cook  another  45-60  minutes  until  done. 

5.  Serve  over  polenta  or  rice. 

■  Makes  4  servings. 

—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  J 


OODS 


REAL • ESTATE 

21  4  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(4  1 5i  362- 1 100  Fax  (415)  362-8SOO 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


fh 

Jf 


Neptune  Society 

1  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1 974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple. . .  Affordable. . .  Personal. . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 


Issue  Number  131  March  1995  -  Page  No  24 


Invitation  to  Join  the 
North  Beach 
Neighborhood  Coalition 


by  Dohra  Ahmad 

Since  last  September,  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center 
(Tel-Hi)  has  played  host  to  the 
North  Beach  Neighborhood 
Coalition,  a  group  whose  purpose 
is  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
various  groups  in  North  Beach. 
The  Coalition  is  made  up  of 
neighborhood  residents,  business 
people,  school  personnel,  and 
representatives  from  community 
groups.  It  meets  once  every  two 
months  to  exchange  information 
and  brainstorm  for  future  neigh¬ 
borhood  planning. 

The  first  two  Coalition 
meetings  focused  mainly  on  youth 
services  in  North  Beach,  with 
discussion  of  both  the  strengths 
and  shortcomings  of  resources  for 
kids  and  young  adults  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  Coalition  has 
prepared  a  short-term  plan  for 
enhanced  youth  activities,  which 
includes  youth  community  service 
projects  to  be  run  out  of  Tel-Hi 
(beginning  soon),  mini-appren¬ 
ticeships  at  local  businesses  with 
Garfield  Elementary  School 
fourth  and  fifth  graders  (already 
taking  place),  and  a  neighbor¬ 
hood-wide  talent  show  run  by 


youth  (scheduled  for  Friday,  April 
28  at  Tel-Hi). 

In  future  meetings  the  Coali¬ 
tion  will  monitor  the  success  of 
the  youth  activities  plan,  and  will 
also  discuss  other  issues  related  to 
general  quality  of  life  in  the 
neighborhood,  such  as  public 
safety,  land  use,  renovation  of  the 
North  Beach  Pool,  street  lighting, 
and  other  topics  which  affect 
people  who  live,  work  or  go  to 
school  in  North  Beach.  One 
event  initiated  by  the  coalition 
was  an  Earthquake/Emergency 
Preparedness  forum  presented  by 
the  Office  of  Emergency  Services, 
on  March  8.  Coalition  meetings 
are  open  to  all  interested  people, 
and  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday 
of  every  other  month  from  4:30  to 
6:00  PM.  The  next  meeting  will 
be  on  Thursday,  April  6  at  4:30  at 
Tel-Hi,  660  Lombard  Street. 

The  Coalition  is  staffed  full¬ 
time  by  Dohra  Ahmad,  Tel-Hi’s 
community  organizer.  She  works 
at  Tel-Hi  through  a  citywide 
program  called  “Neighborhoods 
in  Transition  -  A  Multicultural 
Partnership,”  which  brings 


organizers  to  nine  “transitional” 
neighborhoods  to  work  with 
residents  and  community  groups 
to  coordinate  resources  in 
addressing  social  issues.  Each 
neighborhood  has  one  host 
agency,  which  serves  as  home 
base  for  the  organizer.  In  North 
Beach,  Tel-Hi  was  chosen  as  the 
host  agency  because  of  its  104- 
year  history  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  also  because  of  the  range  of 
the  activities  there.  With  its 
popular  senior  center,  youth 
program,  and  child  development 
programs,  Tel-Hi  reflects  the 
diversity  of  North  Beach’s 
population.  In  addition  to 
working  with  Tel-Hi  families, 
Dohra  maintains  contact  with 
North  Beach  schools,  businesses, 
neighborhood  groups,  and  other 
organizations. 

You  can  become  involved  in 
the  North  Beach  Neighborhood 
Coalition  by  coming  to  our  April 
6  meeting.  In  the  meantime, 
participation  in  any  of  the 
upcoming  activities,  such  as  the 
talent  show,  mini -apprentice¬ 
ships,  and  community  forums,  is 
also  welcome.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Dohra  Ahmad  at  421- 
6443,  or  stop  by  Tel-Hi  and  bring 
her  your  questions  and  ideas.  To 
find  out  about  Tel-Hi’s  ongoing 
services  for  seniors,  youth,  and 
children,  call  Ruby  Gim  at  421- 
6443. 
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1945 

Photos 

Needed 

Artsource,  in  cooperation  with 
the  UN50  Committee,  is  curating 
an  exhibit  including  photography 
to  be  exhibited  in  San  Francisco 
at  15  venues  during  the  UN  50th 
anniversary  Commemorative 
Celebration. 

Submissions  are  welcome  of 
any  prints  or  negatives  of  out¬ 
standing  photography  of  1945. 

We  are  looking  for  pictures 
reflecting  that  time  period,  but 
not  necessarily  the  events  sur¬ 
rounding  the  signing  of  the  UN 
Charter.  Respond  to  Morton 
Beebe,  Board  Member  of  ASMP, 
Fax  (415)  362-2027;  or  World 
Centre-UN50,  Fax  (415)  788- 
6110.  Send  materials  to 
Artsource,  45  Belden  Place,  SF, 
CA  94104;  Fax  (415)  399-0376. 


Volunteers  Needed! 

The  School  Success  Program  at  Telegraph  Hill  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Center  needs  volunteers  to  provide  one-on-one  tutorial 
assistance  to  youths  between  the  ages  of  9-14.  Subjects: 
English,  Math,  Social  Studies.  Minimum  commitment:  2 
hours/week. 

For  more  information  call  Lisa  C.  Romano  at  421-6464. 

Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center  is  located  at  660 
Lombard  St. 


N.E.R.T. 

Alert 

from  June  Fraps 

Be  Prepared:  When  the 
Big  One  Hits ,  You’ll  be 
on  Your  Own 

The  month  of  January  seems  to 
bring  a  wake-up  call  for  earth¬ 
quake  preparedness.  Last  year,  it 
was  Northridge.  This  year,  it  was 
Kobe.  And  both  events  brought 
home  the  fact  that  getting  ready 
for  the  big  one  is  something  you 
should  do  NOW. 

Getting  through  the  first  72 
hours  after  a  disastrous  earth¬ 
quake  without  outside  assistance 
is  crucial  because  firefighters  and 
other  emergency  workers  are 
probably  going  to  have  their 
hands  full.  The  N.E.R.T.  training 
program  is  designed  to  help  you 
do  just  that,  in  five  evening 
classes  you’ll  be  taking  with  your 
neighbors. 

The  next  class  in  our  area 
starts  April  3  at  Fort  Mason,  and 
you  can  sign  up  by  calling  June 
Fraps,  392-1 187,  or  the  N.E.R.T. 
office,  558-3456.  The  class  costs 
$25. 

To  participate  in  some  earth¬ 
quake  training  exercises,  stop  by 
the  Francisco  Middle  School 
Playground  April  22  when 
N.E.R.T.’s  Citywide  Disaster 
Drill  takes  place. 
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Let's  Net: 
at  the 
Library 

by  Gardner  Haskell,  Manager, 
North  Beach  Library 

Imagine  a  pie.  Imagine  an 
apple  pie.  Imagine  a  pie  with 
thousands  of  small  apple  pieces 
inside  it.  That’s  the  internet:  a 
massive  bunch  of  small  networks 
linked  together  to  create  a  global 
interconnection  which  gives  you 
the  impression  that  there  exists 
one  big  apple  pie  network. 

You  want  the  pie.  Perhaps  you 
subscribe  to  a  commercial  online 
service  such  as  “American 
OnLine”  or  “CompuServe.”  You 
only  get  a  slice  of  the  pie,  a  slice 
of  the  net,  but  the  service  lets  you 
send  and  receive  e-mail  to  and 
from  tons  of  places,  so  you’re 
happy.  For  awhile.  You  want 
more.  You  want  to  search 
databases,  log  on  to  remote 
library  catalogs,  and  retrieve  and 
send  files  which  you  or  others 
have  received  or  created.  What  to 
do?  Read.  Read  a  book.  At  the 
library.  Many  of  the  internet 
books  we  stock  are  often  checked 
out,  so  don’t  be  surprised  if  you 
need  to  place  a  ‘reserve’  on  the 
title.  Thanks  to  our  new  com¬ 
puter  system  we  have  a  city-wide 
reserve  system  that  ‘traps’  the 


first  available  copy  for  you- 
anywhere  in  the  SF  Public 
Library  system. 

We  have  eight  internet  books 
on  our  reference  shelf-the  good 
news  is  that  because  they  are 
reference  books,  they  are  always 
here.  Titles  such  as  Zen  and  the 
Art  of  the  Internet:  A  Beginner's 
Guide,  by  Brendan  Kehoe,  or 
Internet  for  Dummies,  by  Levine 
and  Baroudi,  can  get  you  started. 
Our  small  clipping  file  includes 
current  hot  net  topics  such  as 
“Internet  Security  Breaches,” 

“Net  Investing,”  and  “Real  Estate 
on  the  Net.”  Magazine  article 
citations  can  be  located  via  our 
CD-ROM  magazine  index.  Many 
of  the  articles  are  in  magazines 
held  at  the  Main  Library.  We 
also  subscribe  to  the  Internet 
World  magazine.  Most  of  the 
articles  assume  you  are  familiar 
with  the  info-highway,  and  are 
written  in  plain,  easy-to-under- 
stand  language.  You  might  begin 
your  perusal  of  cyberspace  by 
reading  three  pages  in  our  copy  of 
The  Millennium  Whole  Earth 
Catalog,  edited  by  Howard 
Rheingold.  Page  263  is  entitled, 
“What  Is  the  Internet?”  The  next 
two  pages,  “Internet:  How  to  Use 
It,”  will  give  a  beginning  frame¬ 
work  from  which  to  read  more 
about  the  net. 

If  you  have  a  modem  and  a 
computer  and  want  to  see  what 
other  books  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  has  about  the 
Internet,  or  any  other  topic,  hop 


on  our  own  onramp  to  the 
Information  Highway.  Library 
card  holders  can  gain  dial-up 
access  to  our  electronic  library  by 
calling  (415)  557-4450  between  6 
a  m.  and  midnight. 

See  you  in  cyberspace. 
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Partner 
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NOW  AVAILABLE  IN  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


We  create  legal  parking  spaces 
for 

HOMES,  FLATS,  APARTMENTS 
It  means: 

NO  MORE  SEARCHING  FOR  PARKING 
LESS  TRAFFIC  CONGESTION 
PROTECTION  FROM  VANDALISM 
Call  today  for  estimate: 
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Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 

Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  Work!  Craftmanship”  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 
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Reporter's 

Notebook 

by  Clyde  Steiner 


Art  in  the  Alley 

Instead  of  remaining  a  citizen  of 
China, 

I  willingly  became  an  ox. 

I  intended  to  come  to  America, 

to  earn  a  living. 

These  lines  are  from  one  of  the 
poems  scratched  on  the  walls  at 
Angel  Island.  They  now  are  part 
of  the  mural  on  the  wall  of 
Romolo  alley. 

For  the  past  seven  months, 
artist  Ann  Sherry  has  been 
listening  to  country  and  western 
music  and  painting  on  the  wall 
outside  Columbus  Books  the 
history  of  the  Chinese  who  came 
to  America. 

The  175-foot-long  mural  begins 
its  trek  from  the  mountains  of 
Guangzhou,  up  the  Romolo  hill, 
to  the  modem  American,  Norman 
Fong,  at  Columbus  Avenue. 

Historically  accurate  Chinese 
faces,  painted  from  old  photo¬ 
graphs,  populate  the  wall.  There 
are  some  exceptions:  Connie 
Chung  substitutes  for  the  peasant 
mother  landing  in  America,  and 


the  artist’s  cat  purrs  midway  in 
the  historical  saga. 

Historian  Enid  Lim  made  sure 
the  first  Chinese  woman  to  vote  is 
in  the  mural.  She’s  driving  an 
ancient  touring  car.  Chinese 
draftees,  and  modem  Americans 
are  all  there,  modeled  from  real 
people. 

Ann  Sherry  had  dozens  of 
volunteers  scraping  dead  paint  off 
the  wall  and  applying  the  brilliant 
blues  and  reds  to  her  outline 
drawing.  You’ll  recognize  some 
of  the  buildings  from  Chinatown 
streets  painted  on  this  Romolo 
wall.  Neighborhood  volunteers 
from  schools  and  the  Italian- 
American  Athletic  Club  helped 
paint  them. 

Community  Development  funds 
paid  for  the  paint  together  with 
gifts  from  the  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciations.  Norman  Fong  of  the 
Chinese  Resource  Center  helped 
get  the  grant.  Maybe  that’s  why 
the  pastor  is  smiling  at  the 
Columbus  end  of  this  historical 
trip. 

Sherry  says  she  would  now  like 
to  do  a  mural  of  Italian  history  in 
San  Francisco.  Marsha  Garland, 
we  need  you. 

Art  in  the  Bar 

There  are  little  taps  and  clicks 
coming  from  the  long  closed 
Matador  Bar  every  afternoon  and 
evening.  They  are  not  the  ghosts 
of  pool  cues  from  what  was 


Broadway’s  prime  pool  hall 
rendezvous. 

They  are  the  clicks  of  Jack 
Mealy’s  chisel. 

This  lanky  guy  with  his 
drooping  moustache  and  eyes  that 
have  seen  it  all,  runs  on  with  a 
stream  of  talk  that  is  both  self 
effacing  and  ego  blown  at  the 
same  time.  It  fit  the  itinerant 
sculptor. 

For  more  than  two  months 
Mealy  has  been  creating  sculpture 
in  the  ruins  of  the  bar.  Working 
under  makeshift  flood  lamps,  He 
has  been  cutting  a  pattern  of 
tropical  foliage  into  planks  of 
Pacific  Yew.  Mealy  comes  from 
Maui.  He  says  the  pacific  north 
west  comes  through  the  dozens  of 
owl’s  eyes  carved  into  the  twelve 
foot  panels. 

He  is  making  an  ornate  door 
framing  for  Gardner  Kent’s 
Green  Tortoise  youth  hostel.  It’s  a 
twelve  foot  high,  eleven  foot  wide 
archway,  much  like  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  a  Venetian  palazzo.  It  will 
be  installed  upstairs  in  what  were 
once  the  rooms  above  Vannessi’s 
restaurant. 

Sitting  on  his  twelve  foot 
ladder  to  get  a  vision  of  this  hand 
carved  arch,  Mealy  says  he  gets  a 
lot  of  dumb  questions.  He  loves  it. 
He’s  got  a  supermarket  “take  a 
number”  plaque  and  charges 
$2.00  for  the  worst  questions. 

Continued  on  page  30 
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Residential  Hotel 
and  Restaurant 


Basque  family  style  dinners 
luncheons  for  groups 


5-Course  Dinner  $12.50 
open  daily  from  5:00  to  9:30  pm 
closed  monday 


15  romolo  place 

uphill  alley  off  Broadway  between 

Columbus  and  Kearny 

San  Francisco  (415)  788-9404 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMA  TORI 


North  Beach 

BABY 

New  and  Gently-Used 

100%  Quality  Cotton  Clothing 
for  Infants  and  Children 

468  Green  Street 
at  Grant  Avenue 
San  Francisco.  California 
Located  in  the  Old  Spaghetti  Factory 

415-956-0426 

Buy-Sell-Trade 


Open 

7 

Days 


788-4055 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  In  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


(415)  986-6652 


22  BATTERY  STREET.  SUITE  800 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94111 
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Continued  from  page  28 

Here  is  Mealy’s  view  of  the 
scene  in  a  letter  home: 

Dear  Mom, 

Today  will  be  the  59th  con¬ 
secutive  day  that  I  have  worked 
on  this  piece.  Roughly  780  hours, 
25  million  blows  of  the  mallet  on 
the  chisel.  My  studio  is  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Kearny 
Street,  a  crazy  neighborhood  of 
North  Beach. 

In  these  past  59  days  I  have 
talked  to  a  couple  of  thousand 
people:  yuppies  from  the  financial 
district  walking  to  Chinatown  for 
lunch;  cops  on  the  beat  checking 
out  what  happens  when  I  sculpt  in 
public;  parties  till  dawn,  my  open 
door  becoming  the  hub  of  the 
literati;  strippers  checking  out  the 
guy  who  ignores  them  on  their 
way  to  work;  over  the  hill, 
alcoholic  lonely  women  who  were 
all  Lenny  Bruce’s  girlfriends 
when  he  hung  out  here;  drug 
dealers  and  thieves  trying  to  sell 
me  their  wares;  students  from  a 
art  school,  awed  by  a  tough  act  to 
follow;  their  instructors  coming 
by  to  check  out  this  crazy  artist; 
too  many  cigarettes;  too  much 
beer;  not  enough  sleep  or  healthy 
food;  women  who  think  they 
would  be  my  girlfriends,  but 
would  be  ruined  month  by  month 
till  they  were  permanently  insane 
because  of  my  intolerance  and 
selfishness,  my  obsession  with  art 
and  my  sitting  on  top  of  a  twelve 
foot  ladder  at  4  AM,  admiring  my 
own  work;  my  patron  in  disbelief 


that  there  are  actually  great 
artists  on  this  planet  who  will 
give  more  than  was  bargained  for 
and  who  talk  down  to  their 
patrons  because  the  artist  is  God 
in  his  studio  (which  the  patron 
provides)  and  they  don't  want  to 
disrupt  this  incredible  obsession, 
this  flow  of  work  that  will 
become  theirs,  the  local  media 
stopping  by  and  never  getting  a 
straight  answer  ('It  was  going  to 
be  a  self  portrait  but  the  head 
wasn't  big  enough.'),  a  girl 
apprentice  with  an  IQ  of  165  who 
promises  me  that  she  will  finish 
this  piece  if  I  should  get  run  over 
or  my  heart  stops  and  this  gives 
me  peace  of  mind  and  I  realize  I 
am  nuts.  Many  copies  of  my 
book  sold  after  my  'like  comedy, 
only  funnier'  stories  and  a  smooth 
sell,  soft  or  hard  dictated  by  the 
kind  of  people  who  might  be 
laughing  at  my  stories,  local  gays 
realizing  that  I  am  very  hetero 
and  so  not  bothering,  baggers, 
beggars,  and  lazy  people  asking 
me  for  spare  this  and  spare  that 

and  me,  politely  saying  'f _ no' 

and  as  I  menace  they  retreat  to 
work  harder  than  you  or  I,  sitting 
on  cold  concrete  devoid  of  pride, 
holding  their  cardboard  signs, 
Jesus  freaks  being  most  unchris¬ 
tian  with  their  passive  aggressive 
hunt  for  confrontation,  fans  who 
tire  me  with  their  endless 
compliments  and  no  lives  of  their 
own  and  once  in  a  while  another 
great  artist  who  blows  me  away 
with  their  work  and  a  lot  of  just 
nice  people  who  visit  again  and 


again  and  go  home  encouraged 
and  inspired.  That's  my  job, 
thanks  for  praying  for  me  mom. 

If  I  were  any  happier  I'd  evapo¬ 
rate. 

Love, 

your  son  Jack 

Jack  Mealy  will  be  working  for 
some  more  weeks  till  he  leaves 
his  digs  at  the  Green  Tortoise  and 
heads  for  his  next  commission  in 
Costa  Rica. 


Herb  Kosovitz  suggests:  Those 
who  yearn  for  the  old-fashioned 
barber  shop,  and  will  miss  the 
recently  deceased  Tony  Priolo  of 
the  Beau  Brummel,  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  there  is  hope.  Bill 
Sario  has  been  bicycling  from  the 
Mission  to  his  shop  at  126 
Columbus  Avenue  (across  from 
Columbus  Tower)  for  many  years. 
He  is  a  fine,  efficient  and  fast 
barber,  and  he's  open  on  Mon¬ 
days.  His  daughter,  Gloria,  helps 
out  on  Wednesdays. 


Handyman 

Repairs,  building  shelves, 
decks,  fences.  References, 
reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving 
986-2654. 


For  Sale 

Loveseat,  off-white,  perfect 
condition,  $99,  433-1634. 


To  place  a  classified  ad  caH 
Steve  Hord  at  781-1117 


You  get  the  best  of  two  worlds 
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NO  ANNUAL  FEE* 


With  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  MasterCard®  or  Visa® 
you  get  the  best  of  two  worlds: 

A  Low,  Non-Variable  11.5%  APR*  and  No  Annual  Fee* 

No  Frills.  No  Extras.  No  Teaser  Rate.  No  Fluctuating  Index. 

Just  Plain  Honest  Banking. 

BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

state  Established  1937  A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking  Member  FDIC 

Inquire  at  any  of  our  seven  Bay  Area  and  Greater  L.A.  branches,  or  contact: 

Bank  of  Canton  of  California, 

P.O.  Box  26469,  San  Francisco,  CA  94126-6469 
Headquarters:  San  Francisco.  Phone:  (415)  362-4100  ask  for  Credit  Cards. 


*  APR  and  Annual  Membership  Fee  as  of  June  1 ,  1994,  dale  of  printing.  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance: 
average  daily  balance  including  new  purchases  and/or  cash  advances.  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance. 
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First  Annual  North  Beach  Jazz  Festival 

An  Alistair  Monroe  Presentation 

On  Saturday,  April  8  at  Washington  Square  Park,  local  jazz,  blues  and  funk  artists 
will  perform  free  from  12:30  to  5:00.  Bring  a  lunch  and  a  group  of  friends  to  this 
free  event  and  enjoy  a  great  day  in  the  neighborhood. 
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THD  CALENDAR 

N.E.R.T.  Training  Class  begins  April  3, 

Ft.  Mason,  558-3456. 

Tel-Hi  Coalition  Meeting.  April  6. 

North  Beach  Jazz  Festival,  April  8, 

Washington  Square  Park,  12:30-5:00. 

N.E.R.T  Citywide  Drill,  April  22. 

One  Neat  City  Week,  April  22-29.  For  info  call  982-3314. 

North  Beach  Walk,  every  Saturday,  10  am. 

Meet  at  Coit  Tower. 

Parking  and  Traffic  Committee  meets  every  second  Saturday 
at  1 1  am.  Call  788-7723,  or  meet  at  The  Gathering  Caffe, 
1326  Grant  Ave. 


